TIO: 


NEWSLETTER OF THE AREA PLANNING BOARD OF PALM REACH COUNTY 2300 PALM BEACH LAKES BLVD. WEST PALM BEACH, FL 33409 


oul 11881 . 


FORUM 


APB IMPLEMENTS 208 WATER QUALITY PLAN 
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IMPLEMENTATION ACTIVITIES IDENTIFIED 


Since submittal of the Palm Keach County 
208 Areawide Waste Treatment Management 
Plan to the Environmental Protection Agen- 
cy in February 1979, the APB has worked to 
implement the technical and management re- 
commendations contained in the 208 Plan. 
This implementation phase is the most cri- 
tical. portion of the 208 Program. The APB 
has already implemented some key technical 
and management activities, as summarized 
in this newsletter. It is only with con- 
tinued implementation of the 208 Plan's 
recommendations that we can hope to main- 
tain water quality in Palm Beach County. 


The APB has completed the following imple- 
mentation activities: 


Since January 1979 the Area Planning Board 
has obtained 31 municipal resolutions as 
well as Palm Beach County's resolution 
supporting the Palm Beach County 208 Area- 
wide Waste Treatment Management Plan. 
These 32 resolutions (out of possible 38) 
represent 98 percent of the population. 
Specifically, each resolution supports the 
following: 


a) that the South Florida Water Management 
District be designated the Water Qual- 
ity Management Lead Agency for its 
entire jurisdiction; 


b) that the Palm Beach County Board of 
County Commissioners be designated 
-Interim Water Quality Managemént lead 
Agency; 


omc) that thirteen (13) recommended water 


ronmental Protection Ag 


“(SFWMD), the 
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quality implementation strategies be 
incorporated into each municipality's 
Comprehensive Plan; and 


d) that each municipality contime to sup- 
port ongoing 208 planning efforts. 


-On September 7, 1979 a workshop was held 


with affected local agencies to obtain in- 
put regarding proposed pollution control 
requirements. This workshop. centered 
around the use of diversion/retention sys- 
tems as an effective non-point source pol- 
lution control device. The development 
and implementation of effective ordinances 
by the county and area municipalities has 
the potential for cleaning up and main- 
taining water quality. 


As a result of the above workshop, a 208 
output, titled Environmental Control Rule 
#3 (ECR-3) has been developed and reviewed 
by the 208 committees. This proposal re- 
quires that pollution control. plans be 
submitted for future new development and 
re-development projects. The 208 staff is 
currently studying water permit regula- 
tions of Palm Beach County (PBC), the 
South Florida Water Management District 
Florida Department of 
Environmental Regulations (FDER) and the 
Corps of Engineers in order to identify 
any possible duplications and to ascertain 
how ECR-3 could be administered by these 
agencies within their existing framework. 


As mentioned above, the 208 Resolution re- 
commends that each municipality adopt 
thirteen water quality strategies into its 
comprehensive planning program. To date, 
eight (8) municipalities and Palm Beach 


County have done so. The APB staff has 
prepared a Handbook and will rovide tech- 
nical assistance to local governments to 
develop this program. 


The reorganization of . the 208 committee 
structure is an important implementation 
effort. The three conmittees were re- 
structured to be in compliance with 40 CFR 
25 and 35 and to better fill the needs of 
the 208 Continuing Planning Process. Each 
committee was formed on a functional _ ba- 
sis. 


Currently, the 208 staff is preparing to 
conduct a BMP test program at the Cross 
County Mall in order to determine the ef- 
fectiveness of detention/retention systems 
in reducing pollutant loadings to receiv- 
ing waters. This testing program will be 
conducted for 6 months, at which time the 
information gathered will be analyzed and 
evaluated. 


The APB has obtained Letters of Commitment 
from eleven of the fourteen agencies of 
the: interim management system. This re- 
presents a crucial step towards full im- 
plementation of the PBC Interim Water 
Quality Management Structure. (See organ- 
izational chart on opposite page). 


The APB has completed other implementation 
activities too numerous to detail in this 
newsletter. 


SFWMD RECOMMENDED LEAD AGENCY 


After much work and citizen input, the APB 
has recommended that the South Florida Wa- 
ter Management District become the perma- 
nent lead management agency for water 
quality throughout its present jurisdic- 
tion. 


Under Chapter 373; Florida Statutes, the 
SFWMD has all legal authority to develop 
policies and regulations with respect to 
water quantity or supply, but not water 
quality. However, quantity and quality 
Management are often interdependent. In 
addition, the SFWMD's jurisdiction is an 
existing hydrologic basin (i.e.e South 
Florida Basin) in which the pollutants to 
be regulated occur in sufficiently large 
amounts to allow consideration of all en- 
vironmental, economic and political fac- 
tors affecting or affected by water quali- 


ty concerns. 


The SFMWD's jurisdiction is large enough 
to both enable. the raising of sufficient 
revenue to administer the 208 program and 
ensure the equitable distribution of costs 


cand benetits of water quality regulation. 
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Also, there are potential savings in prog- 
ram administration, staff and equipment 


“under this recommendation. 


As- implied above, the implementation of 
this récommendation requires a major 
change to Chapter 373 of Florida Statutes, 
special legislation or a delegation of re- 
sponsibility from the Florida Department 
of Environmental Regulation (FDER) under 
Chapter 403 of the Florida Statutes. 


COUNTY COMMISSION NAMED INTERIM AGENCY 


The timing for the establishment of the 
SFWMD as lead water quality agency is un- 
certain. Therefore, an interim management 
structure was developed. The chart on the 
bottom of the opposite page outlines those 
agencies responsible for specific water 
quality management tasks. 


The Board of County Commissioners will act 
as the interim lead agency for the receipt 
of funds and the provision of local fund- 
ing support. Management of the urban 
technical program is assigned to the PBC 
Environmental Control Board. Development 
and management of the agricultural techni- 
cal program is assigned to the SFWMD with 
assistance from the Soil Conservation Ser- 
vice and the P. B. Soil and Water Conser- 
vation District. The current 201 lead 
agencies will continue to be responsible 
for point source controls and the APB will 
continue to act as the planning agency for 
the interim management system. 


Two points are emphasized: this interim 
System utilizes only existing agencies, 
their capabilities and legislative man- 
dates; also, the role of the APB is one of 
an advisory nature to the other agencies 
of the interim system. Although the APB 
does not have regulatory or enforcement 
authority, it is the designated planning 
agency for the county's water quality ef- 
forts and as such, develops and recommends 
structural and non-structural controls 
which can, be adopted and enforced by -the 
other members of the interim system. 
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PALM BEACH COUNTY PERMANENT WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE 


[F.D.E.R, S.C.S. 
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PROGRAM PROGRAM MGT.-AG. 


PROGRAM 


KEY: EPA = Environmental Protection Agency 
FDER = Florida Department of Environmental Regulation 
ENCON = Loxahatchee River Environmental Control District 
NPS = Non-Point Source 
PBCSWCD = Palm Beach County Soil & Water Conservation District 
SCS = Soil Conservation Service 
USDA = United States Department of Agriculture 
AG EXP = Agriculture Experiment Station, Belle Glade 


PALM BEACH COUNTY INTERIM WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE 
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